Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.5.
In the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 13 H 11 N 3 OSÁ-0.5H 2 O, there are two independent molecules of 4-benzyl-3-(2-furyl)-1H-1,2,4-triazole-5(4H)-thione and a water molecule of hydration. The conformation of the two organic molecules is slightly different, the dihedral angles formed by the furyl and triazole rings being 5.63 (15) and 17.66 (13) . The water molecule of hydration links three adjacent triazole molecules to form a cluster via intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁS, N-HÁ Á ÁS and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating a 10-membered ring of graph set R 3 3 (10). The crystal structure is further stabilized by intra-and intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁS, C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds and by -stacking interactions involving the furyl and triazole rings of centrosymmetrically related molecules, with a centroid-centroid separation of 3.470 (2) Å . 
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Comment
Recently, much attention has been focused on disubstituted 1,2,4-triazole derivatives for their broad-spectrum biological and pharmacological activities, such as fungicidal, herbicidal, anticonvulsant, antitumoral and inhibition of cholesterol (Chai et al., 2003; Kanazawa et al., 1988; Hashimoto et al., 1990) . In addition, they have many applications in agriculture domain (Altman & Solomost, 1993) . In this paper, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound is composed of two independent molecules (hereafter called A and B) depicted Table 1 ), forming a 10-membered ring of graph set R 3 3 (10) (Etter, 1990; Bernstein et al., 1995) . Nonconventional intermolecular C-H···N and C-H···O H-bonds are also present in addition to intramolecular C-H···S and C-H···N hydrogen interactions ( Table 1) . The crystal structure is further stabilized by π-π stacking interactions involving centrosymmetrically related furyl and triazole rings at (x, y, z) and (1-x, -y, -z) with a centroid-centroid separation of 3.470 (2) Å.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared from the corresponding thiosemicarbazide by following the reported procedure (Ahmad et al., 2001) . 4-Benzyl-1-(2-furoyl)thiosemicarbazide (10 mmol) was dissolved in an aqueous 4 N sodium hydroxide solution (50 ml). The solution was heated to reflux for 7 h, cooled and filtered. The filtrate was acidified to pH of 4-5, with 4 N hydrochloric acid. The solid crude product was filtered off, washed with water and recrystallized from aqueous ethanol (60%). Crystals of the title compound were grown by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution over 11 days at room temperature (yield 81%).
Refinement
Though all the H atoms could be distinguished in the difference Fourier map the H-atoms bonded to C-atoms were included at geometrically idealized positions and refined in the riding-model approximation with the following constraints: benzyl/furyl supplementary materials sup-2 and methylene C-H distances were set to 0.95 and 0.99 Å, respectively; in all these instances U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). H-atoms bonded to N-and water of hydration were located from a difference Fourier map and were allowed to refine with U iso = 1.2 times U eq of the atoms to which they were bonded. The final difference map was free of any chemically significant feature. Figures   Fig. 1 . ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) drawing of molecule A with displacement ellipsoids plotted at the 50% probability level. 
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